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A Study on the Imagery of Ahn Jung-Geun
in Liang Qi-Chao’s Poetry and Prose

Choi, Hyeong-wook*

Ahn Jung-Geun’s patriotic act was not only a paramount event in the history of
East Asia during the modern transition period, but also a motif of literature and art
in both countries.

Liang Qi-Chao was a leader who began to create poems and essays related to Ahn
in China. He expressed anger over the tyranny of nationalism and imperialism of the
West and Japan, but on the other hand, he still expressed conflicting beliefs that were
bound to traditional Sinocentrism. As a Chinese leader, to Liang Qi-Chao, Joseon was
a lost part of himself and at the same time the other who could reflect on himself.
As a leader agonizing over where and how to lead China’s fate, he witnessed the
devastation of this particular entity and expressed complex emotions and perceptions,
including sympathy, sadness, ridicule and concern.

These feelings and perceptions are contained in two poems and essays written by
Liang from 1904 to 1911. Ahn Jung-Geun was either raised to discuss the issue of
the Joseon Dynasty or used as a topic from the beginning; ultimately, both cases
targeted Chinese enlightenment.

The poems of Liang Qi-Chao, created under the theme of ‘Ahn Jung-Geun’, are
<FkJEErEH> and part of <gfifef Zi>. The motivation of the poems is to praise
Ahn’s heroic deeds and to actively utilize his image in Chinese enlightenment,
including the reform of national character. Also, among other essays such as <gfjf1-

SR>« <H A EUIEESE> - <@t T2 i K> Ahn’s  depiction  ultimately

* Professor, Dept. of Chinese Language & Literature, Hanyang University
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served as a point of awakening and enlightenment for China.

Moreover, Ahn was a very suitable person to promote the martial spirit, which
Liang emphasized as one of the most ideal aspects of the theory of national character
reform. In addition, Liang Qi-Chao portrayed Joseon’s royal family and ruling class
figures in a negative manner that was completely at odds with Ahn’s perspective.

Through this, he maximized the degree of enlightenment.

Keywords : Liang Qi—Chao, Ahn Jung—Geun, Ito Hirobumi, Imagery, National
Hero, Chivalrous fighter



