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A series of analyses has been conducted based on the content analysis data
derived from the promises of the 130 candidates of these elections. The results

Keywords: reveal that issues of cultural diversity in education tended to be advanced more

. - explicitly by those candidates who demonstrated greater competitiveness in the
politics of recognition;

superintendents of
education;

election process, irrespective of their ideological orientations or local contexts.
This pattern does not appear to be well explained by conventional ‘actor-centric’
local elections; perspectives that understand both candidates and voters as ‘rational’ actors
election promises; in the ‘political marketplace.” Instead, an ‘institutionalist’ perspective deserves
cultural diversity agendas close attention-a perspective that regards ‘the logic of appropriateness’ as largely
determined by elaborate epistemic models that evolve in transnational
institutional environments. The diversity and equity agendas seem to serve as
an ‘appropriate’ bundle of promises favored by influential candidates with sharp

attentiveness to such models.
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(Figure 1) % whose manifestos mentioned diversity, by ideological orientation
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(Table 2) Logistic regression analyses identifying the candidates whose manifestos included diversity
agendas
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