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From Emergency Measure No. 9 to BTS:
A Story of Gigantic Butterfly Effect

Kim, Jungsoo
Professor, Hanyang University

-

| ABSTRACT |

The world-wide popularity of BTS recently clearly illustrates
the enormous success of K-Pop in today’s global cultural market.
This paper suggests that this amazing achievement of K-Pop is in
fact a product of butterfly effect triggered by the emergency measure
n0.9 in 1975. The concept of butterfly effect implies that two events
far off in time and/or in space could be causally related with each
other. The emergent measure n0.9 enforced in 1975 initiated a huge
butterfly effect in two dimensions. The first was the massive crustal
change in Korean popular music scene, and the second was the rapid
IT revolution in Korea. These two events jointly contributed to the
global success of K-Pop since the 2000s.

= Keywords: K-Pop, BTS, emergent measure no. 9, butterfly effect,
IT revolution
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