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Cambridge University Press, 1995).
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<Abstract>

Democracy as the Basic Principle of the Constitution
of Unified Korea

Yoon, SungHyun*

The public opinion these days is increasingly leaning against the
re-unification of the Koreas. The humanitarian argument - that families
separated by the Korean War need to be reunited - is losing its
persuasiveness. The nationalistic argument - that Korea as a nation has
to be united in one country - is also failing to garner support. However,
ultimately, many Koreans still yearn to see their nation re-united, while
the Constitution lists reunification as the most important national
objective.

At this point, the question arises on what should constitute the basic
principle of post-reunification Constitution, as the normative foundation
of the reunification we pursue as a nation. Democracy, as a universally
accepted principle of Constitution for the organization of a re-united
country and social integration, should be dealt with in the most
significant manner, along with nationalism propelled by the desire to
restore national homogeneity. Nonetheless, it is yet premature to
conclude that Korean democracy, which will inevitably play a central
role in the re-unification process, has been consummated as a free
democratic political order or in actual practice. Especially, because free
democratic order in the past was wrongfully used to support the

anti-communist and free market rhetorics, liberal democracy needs to be

* Assistant Professor, Department of Policy Studies, Hanyang University. Ph.D in
Constitutional Law.
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re-interpreted and re-made, for the improvement of the existing
Constitution and the post-reunification Constitution. This does not refer
to a closed democracy which only places an absolute advantage on
passive liberties or market, but also those on active liberties and
openness to social democracy. I propose liberal democracy and specific
concepts under democracy such as participation, deliberation and
republicanism, and posits that the formation of a re-unified state on the
Korean peninsula can only be expedited with the establishment of a
political system in which those concepts have balanced presence.
Nonetheless, it must be noted that democracy is not a mere principle
or theory. It is a practice, experience and reality. Therefore, education
on re-unification, civil life, and the Constitution needs to be expanded,
in order to improve our quality as democratic citizens. Moreover, in
order to accommodate North Koreans, who are inexperienced in
democracy, education on the life in a democracy needs to begin with

those who have defected and continue into post-reunification.

Key Words: Constitution of Unified Korea, Democracy, Participation,
Deliberation, Republicanism, Nationalism, Constitutional

Patriotism, Unification Education



