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The increasing influx of the cross-border migrant population into South Korea
gives rise to ethnic enclaves characterized by a high degree of residential
segregation. Drawing on a social disorganization perspective, this study
hypothesizes that the level of immigrant residential concentration is negatively
assodated with pupils’ academic peformance. We also hypothesize that such
a negative ' neighborhood effect” is mitigated among immigrant pupils vis-a-vis
their native peers, due to the implementation of various ~multicultural” policies
for supporting this minority group over the past decade. The data from the
Korea Multicultural Education Survey 2017 were used to examine these
hypotheses. Analyses of the academic peformance of 1,472 elementary and
lower secondary pupils in Seoul and Gyeonggi appeared to give credence to
both of these hypotheses. These results suggest that while current multicultural
policies work effectively toward the welfare of immigrant pupils, the policy
effect is not extended to their native peers, resulting in what might appear
as an unintended disadvantage” to non-immigrant students in neighborhoods
of high immigrant concentration.
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<Table 1> Descriptive statistics of the major variables

n Mean SD Min. Max.

St AXFH =) 1,472 251 127 -1.11 5.84
””” stws @SS 142 06l - 000 100
4 (A 1,472 0.46 0.00 1.00
15807 A9} (o]l EAY) 1,472 0.13 0.00 1.00
stER w8SE 1,472 3.81 071 1.00 5.00
AtaS o= 1,472 1.70 113 0.00 3.00
””” Aele] zold AFUE 142 3061 981 1278 4260
Ao AL = 1,472 45.35 1176 26.70 72.20
Ao o] WY 1,472 648 391 1.48 13.92
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[Figure 1] Percentage of foreign residents [Figure 2] Mean value of pupils’ academic
in the population performance
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[Figure 3] Mean values of the academic performance of native and immigrant
pupils across areas with different levels of immigrant concentration
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<Table 2> Regression analysis of factors related to pupils’ academic performance

A=
23 11 (23 I}
B B B B
254 (FIA=0) -5 -10 -30" -12
oA (A =0) .09 .03 .08 .03
o]FH) 7 8HAY (Hlo|FHl A A =0) =55 -14 -337 -08
shRw WgE 42" 24 36™ 20
Alas Fol % 197 17 177" 16
""" Aol gzold AFle ™ 26”15
o] AR AE= 01" 07 01" 06
AHe| o]FH P& 1% -35
AHe| o]FH AL x o|Fuj 7 st 07 05
""" EE RS e g3
A<= 1,472 1,472
R’ 24 35
Z p <05, Tp <.01, ™p <.001.
AME o] o]Fl WYws} sty IR v e P Bl BAHOE &
41:1%} 2 g

1279] Qr el Ssete ol 1% . Aol el ol F0 WA 150p Al 0
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