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A Study on the Historicizing Strategies of

Colonial Joseon Cinema in the 1940s
— Focusing on Setting Method in Existing Feature Films

Ham Chung—beom* Han Sang—eon**

This paper aims to figure out some methods of historicizing in the
colonial Joseon cinema of the 1940 which construct actuality of the
narrative and the justification of the message. Based on existing feature
films produced in line with the national policy, I analyzed two
elements in narrative structure; place and event in them. As a result,
[ classified and characterized in two kinds of historicizing. First,
Gyoungseong in Homeless Angel, Suwon Hwaseong in 7uition, and
remains of Buyeo in You and Me are symbolized historically. In addition,
places such as training camp, railway station, and battlefield in the
feature films which reflected the military policies are symbolized
realistically. Second, there are many scenes including speeches or discourses
spoken in Japanese and some images of newspaper in Joseon cinema.
These images call Korean people’s attention to the circumstances of
‘state of affairs’ backgrounded Sino—Japanese War, New system, or Pacific
War and at the same time emphasize practice to them.

key words
Colonial Joseon Cinema, 1940s, Space, Event, Historicalization
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