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I Abstract 1

Mr, Gubo, let's go to the movie at Umigwan

Han, Sang-eon(Hanyang University)

Umigwan made in 1912 was a typical movie theater which Koreans enjoyed during the
Japanese colonial period. In particular, Umigwan was famous for attracting the most
audience with low-cost admission. Because of this, Gwancheol-jeong which was placed
Umigwan in it was the representative entertainment district of Bukchon.

This paper examines Umigwan's entrance fee, the movies screened, and the regional
characteristics of the area of Gwancheol-jeong in the mid-1930's when the novelist Park
Tae-won was actively active. It is a way of expressing assuming that Park Tae-won walked
to watch the movie from Gongaedang chemist's shop where he lived to Gwancheol-jeong.

Mr. Gubo novelist went to Umigwan to watch a movie through Namdaerunro and
Jongno. The streets are lined with newly built buildings from the 1930s, showing a modem
and sophisticated urban landscape. However, when entering the alley from the gaps in the
modern building, Gwancheol-jeong entertainment area located on the back side of the
building is displayed. Gwancheol-jeong is a decadent space with dark, dirty and maze-like
narrow streets spread out. The atmosphere is differenc from the main street. This seers to
be a colonial indigenous skin that the modern desires of colonists forced on a daily basis did
not subsurned. The scene that the difference between the main street and the alley creates

is cinematic by itself.

keywords : Umigwan, Gwancheol-jeong, Park Tae-won, Ginema, Keijo(Seoul)



