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Abstract

Ethics of Hospitality and Peace

Jinwoo Choi

Encounter with strangers is ever increasing in lieu of relentless globalization.
Strangers come to visit us with numerous faces: as tourists, as students, as
migrant workers, as somebody’s bride or groom, as asylum-seekers, or as
refugees, among others. How do we receive and treat those basically uninvited
guests? How should we greet them? So far the way a society dealt with others
has been a mix of exclusion, discrimination, assimilation, tolerance, and
recognition. In particular, the paradigm of recognition on the basis of which
contemporary multiculturalism is built upon is reaching its limit and is now
in turmoil in many societies. This paper maintains that our attitude towards
others should be ‘hospitality.” Hospitality means to welcome others with open
arms, and to accept others as a part of my self. In the process, my self undergoes
transformation. Of course it may be neither possible nor even desirable to
practice ‘unconditional hospitality’, which means welcoming others without
asking questions or demanding qualifications. In a real world, thus, hospitality
cannot be unconditional but must be circumscribed to some extent. However,
we should strive to lower the wall of self-centered conditions that we impose
upon others, firmly orienting ourselves toward the ideal of unconditional
hospitality. Then we will be able to free ourselves from the yoke of othering
process and enter into a stable peaceful relationship with others.

Key Words: hospitality, peace, others, nationalism, multiculturalism
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