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The Representation of Science and Technology
In Sasanggye

—An Aspect of the South Korean Discourse of Science and Technology
in the 1950s and the early 1960s—

Sang-Hyun Kim*

Recently, in the field of Korean Studies, there is a growing body of research
that contextually examines the multilayered and multifaceted relationships in
which the discourse of science and technology simultaneously reflects and
constitutes collective imaginaries of the socio-political order. However, the
analysis of the discourse of science and technology in postcolonial South Korea
has tended to focus mainly on the era of the Park Chung Hee military regime,
and also on the official narratives of the national policies and of the scientific
and engineering communities. As a modest attempt to address this limitation,
the present paper analyzes the discourse of science and technology in
Sasanggye during the period from its inception in 1953 to the early 1960s when
the Park regime came to power. Sasanggye, the leading magazine of the time,
not only covered political, economic, philosophical, social, and cultural issues,
but also published a range of articles directly and indirectly dealing with the
topics of science and technology. In the absence of popular science magazines,
it served as an important public media space in which the issues of science

and technology were communicated and discussed among non-scientist

*  Hanyang University, Research Institute of Comparative History and Culture, Associate Professor
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intellectuals and general readers. While the writings in Sasanggye took various
forms, they frequently represented science and technology as a key requirement
for modernization, as the front and weapons of the Cold War, and also as
engines of national development. Despite differing foci, these discursive
framings shared a common vision that conceived science and technology
primarily as a form of power and an instrument to achieve a wealthy and strong

nation.

Key words : Sasanggye, science and technology, modernization, nationalism,
developmentalism, anti—communism, cultural Cold War
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