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Abstract

Methodologies of Studying Hyangga: Their Merits, Limitations,

and Orientations

Lee, Do-Heum

It has been 100 years since Hyangga began to be studied using modern
methodologies and criticism. Various methodologies ranging from positivism
to semiotics have been applied in Hyangga studies. I will explore the merits
and limitations of these methodologies and recommend the future direction
of studying Hyansgga.

Modern research on Hyangga has advantages and disadvantages.
Positivist and historical studies contributed to restoring objective
substantiation through related data, but fail to examine literariness. The
Marxist study, instead of revealing the socio—economic context of Hyangga,
limited the interpretation of Hyangga to its context. In contrast, the study
of formalism, structuralism, and semiology adequately explained the
literariness and structural meanings of Hyangga, but failed to offer
contextual interpretation. Folklore studies have revealed the magical
elements of Hyangga and related folktales, but have scarcely given a voice
to the field without referring to magic. Psychoanalytic research revealed the
internal psychology, unconsciousness, and desire of the character in
Hyangga and folktales, but it focused on the psychological analysis of the
character without revealing the characteristics of Hyangga as a lyric style.
Hwajaeng-poetics synthesized formalism and Marxism to overcome these
shortcomings, and implicitly analyzed Hyangga's text by conducting a
poetic, contextual, and comprehensive interpretation. I hope future scholars
would evaluate this theory and interprtation.

From a modern perspective, more work is needed to complete the
modernity of Hyangga. What is the post-modern study on FHyangga that
should be directed beyond the present day? The answer is transition: from
identity to difference, from paternalism to feminism, from orientalism to
post—colonialism, from mimesis to fantasy, from anthropocentrism to
ecology, and from subjectivity to inter-subjectivity and alterity. Now these
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studies needs to be interpreted in the horizon of East Asia beyond
nationalism, orientalism, and modern state view.

Hyangga, positivism, historical study, religious and ideological study, Marxism, folklore
study, structuralism, psychoanalysis, Awajaeng-poetics, cultural historical study



