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Vol. 55 Editor’s Note

Every three months we publish a large number of quality articles on W. B. 

Yeats. And in recent years scholars have conducted and published 

comparative studies: Yeats and his contemporary writers; Yeats and Irish 

writers; Yeats and writers from other nations; comparative studies of art and 

poetry and drama; critical theories; literature and culture, and so on. 

There are 15 essays in this issue, 11 in English and 4 with the abstracts 

and key words in English. Many visit our journal website, 

https://www.yeatssociety.or.kr (click Back Issues), to read Yeats articles: some 

articles get more than 4,000 views, and the latest issue’s essays published just 

three months ago get an average of 500 views. Which means that scholars 

and students from all over the world frequently come see our essay. We are 

encouraged by this trend. 

In this issue, there’s an important study of Lady Gregory: James Pethica’s 

essay “Before Yeats: Lady Gregory’s “Angus Grey” Stories, 1890-91.” It is a 

ground-breaking new essay, in which Pethica helps re-assess Lady Gregory by 

analyzing her stories written and published under her pseudonym Angus Grey 

to conceal her self and her gender; they had been written before she was to 

meet and read Yeats or Douglas Hyde. Pethica claims that her stories were 

already new Irish writings, with Irish idioms and in Irish subject-matters she 

was later on to fully deal with. Without Lady Gregory Yeats may not have 

written great plays or poems of unique quality. Not only that, but she also 

had influences on others, such as Synge. Charles I. Armstrong does an 

interesting reading of Yeats’s “The Second Coming,” which he has treated as 



14

a literary event — by citing, for instance, Bloom’s dual reading of “The 

Second Coming,” before and after the political event, 9/11 -  and the essay 

is entitled “W. B. Yeats’s “The Second Coming”: Event, Text, and 

Avant-Textes [Pre-Texts]”: it enriches our understanding of Yeats’s poetry in 

general and his “Second Coming” in particular. Kyu-myoung Lee’s “Text of 

Bliss: A Reading of W. B. Yeats’s ‘Michael Robartes and the Dancer’” is 

also an interesting read. Today it seems that the text cannot remain a text, 

but an event and object of interpretation/appreciation/meditation of any kind.  

Matthew DeForrest also — by going back to sources — revisits the problem 

of time in the Vision Papers: like him, all of us may have difficulty figuring 

out what role Time plays in Yeats’s finished and developmental works as 

well. Maybe in the same context, Taeho Han gives his essay a long title, 

“Zen Meditation on Yeats’s Poetics of Automatic Writings; Re-creating His 

Poetic Minds in a New Creative Séance”; definitely his way of reading is 

new and refreshing and worth your attentive mind to understand it. 

Hyeongsup Lee in his “Ambiguous Reverberations of Realism in Yeats” 

attempts to carefully weigh and assess Yeats and his plays anew from the 

perspective of the dramatic movement of Realism; a couple of Yeats’s plays 

seem to him to have been well received because of the plays’ Realistic 

dramaturgy.

Many more essays may interest the readers: Yeonmin Kim and Zhou Dan 

analyze the visual elements in Derek Mahon and W. B. Yeats; Hyun Sook 

Huh compares Yeats and Ted Hughes; Cheolhee Lee and Younghee Kim 

compare Yeats and Eliot, while JungMyung Cho and Yukrye Yu compare 

Yeats and Yu ChiWhan and Yeats and Ilryeon, an ancient Korean writer. 

Yunju Choi talks about Yeats and Ireland’s Cultural Nationalism. Lastly, 

Young Suck Rhee reviews a book by Declan Kiberd, After Ireland: Writing 

the Nation from Beckett to the Present.


