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A Study on North Korean Urban Planning Act

— Comparing with National Land Planning and Utilization Act of South Korea —
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to examine the contents and implications of ‘the Urban Planning Act
(UPA)’ of North Korea. To analyze the contents, ‘National Land Planning and Utilization Act (NPUA) is used
as a criterion of comparison. UPA has the characteristics as a spatial planning law encompassing the whole
country as well as NPUA. However, it generally lacks concrete contents while it has some characteristics as
construction management law unlike NPUA centering on regulation and management. UPA lacks the details
of the land acquisition and securing the budget. Those features of UPA show the characteristics of North Korea
as a police state which used to abuse administrative authority without legal basis. It might enhance the
uncertainty in investment despite the recent marketization trend of North Korea.

Key Words : North Korean Urban Planning Act, National Land Planning and Utilization Act, Police State, Formation
of Market Economies
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