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ABSTRACT

Homegrown terrorism is a growing security problem in Western Europe and a 

challenge for politicians and academics. In an attempt to comprehend the problem, 

academics have pointed out various theories, which this study categorizes as the 

individual level of analysis and socio-political level of analysis. While the individual 

level of analysis explains the individual reasons which may lead a person to 

become radicalized and eventually a homegrown terrorist, the socio-political level 

deals with recruitment led by the Islamic State (IS). This study intends to provide 

an answer as to which level of analysis is more suitable for a better understanding 

of the problem through the case of 2015 Paris attacks. This study demonstrates that 

the individual level of analysis is useful only to explain preconditions, while the 

socio-political level explains the necessary conditions for an individual to join a 

terrorist organization. 
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Ⅰ. Introduction

Since 2014, along with the developments stemming from the Syrian Crisis, the 

European Union (EU) has been struggling with a rising number of terrorist attacks. 

Spillovers of the Syrian crisis affected nearby countries Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan 

who accommodated the largest number of refugees in camps. Needless to say, 

Europe was hit by an unprecedented migration crisis. Shortly after the migration 

crisis began, the EU experienced a terrorist attack on the French satirical weekly 

newspaper, Charlie Hebdo on January 7, 2015. While the attack was seen as an 

isolated attack for “insulting Prophet Muhammad”,1) the later Paris attacks on 

November 13, 2015, were particularly shocking. This was due to the number of 

victims and because it became evident that the EU would be facing other attacks in 

the future. Unfortunately, this perception proved to be correct, as a period of two 

years has witnessed a rising number of terrorist attacks including the March 2016 

Brussels bombings, July 2016 Nice attack, July 2016 Munich shooting, December 

2016 Berlin Christmas market attack, May 2017 Manchester attack, June 2017 

London Bridge attack, August 2017 Barcelona attacks and others.

Although Islamic State (IS) claimed responsibility for the attacks, a police 

investigation showed that a majority of the attackers were European citizens linked 

to IS, so-called homegrown terrorists. Homegrown terrorists are people born and 

raised in the West who at a certain point of their lives get involved in terrorist 

activities. As Europeans faced a rising number of terrorist attacks they were 

incredibly shocked, not only because they felt attacked in their homeland, but also 

because the majority of attackers were homegrown. 

Many scholars contemplated why people are radicalized in terms of Islam and 

how they become homegrown terrorists. Most studies looked for the reasons as 

individual motives for radicalization such as discrimination, personal tragedy, or 

perceived deprivation.2) They focused mainly on attackers’ individual motives in 

1) Dan Bilefsky and Maïa de la Baume, “Terrorists Strike Charlie Hebdo Newspaper in Paris, Leaving 
12 Dead,” New York Times, accessed October 20, 2017, https://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/08/
world/europe/charlie-hebdo-paris-shooting.html. 

2) Radicalization is generally understood as a process through which an individual gets in contacts 
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terms of why they become interested in IS and terrorism, rather than how they 

made up their mind to become real terrorists and how they were recruited to take 

action. 

This paper relates to recruitment methods by a terrorist group, as this is no less 

important than the individual motives, because even though there are many people 

experiencing discrimination, deprivation or personal tragedy, not all of them get 

involved in terrorist actions. In addition, some people might be influenced by social 

factors, such as groups of friends or propaganda. However, there are few studies 

looking for the causes of increasing homegrown terrorism in terrorist groups’ 

recruitment systems, which is Islamic State (IS)’s recruitment system in the case of 

Europe. 

While studies of individual’s motives to become a terrorist can be categorized as 

the individual level of analysis, those of terrorist recruitment system can be 

categorized as the socio-political level of analysis. The individual approach is not 

sufficient to explain fully why an individual opts to become a homegrown terrorist. 

The socio-political approach is as important as the individual approach. In order to 

understand better the causes of homegrown terrorism, it is necessary to apply a 

balanced examination. 

Considering these points, the purpose of this study is to identify socio-political 

factors as well as individual factors and to compare which ones were more 

significant for a person to become a terrorist, participating in 2015 Paris attacks.3) 

To achieve this, this paper will examine theories on individual and socio-political 

levels and IS recruitment methods on a case study of 2015 Paris attacks. By 

with extreme interpretations of Islam and consequently opts for committing terrorist attacks against 
his home country or other Western country. For details about definition of radicalization see: 
Asta Maskaliūnaitė, “Exploring the Theories of Radicalization,” Interdisciplinary Political and 
Cultural Journal 17, no. 1 (2015): 9–26, doi:10.1515/ ipcj-2015-0002; Clark Mccauley and Sophia 
Moskalenko, “Understanding Political Radicalization: The Two-Pyramids Model,” American 
Psychologist 72, no. 3 (2017): 205–16, doi:10.1037/amp0000062; Dina Al Raffie, “Social Identity 
Theory for Investigating Islamic Extremism in the Diaspora,” Journal of Strategic Security 6, 
no. 4 (2013): 67–91, doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.6.4.4.

3) Although all terrorist attacks in Europe were tragic, 2015 Paris attacks were chosen for a case 
study because it was the largest coordinated attack in the EU since the establishment of IS, which 
is understood as a crucial factor behind the increase of homegrown terrorism and terrorist attacks 
in the EU.
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analyzing motives and recruitment methods, the study will evaluate which theory 

corresponds more to the Paris case and what methods are used for recruiting. 

Furthermore, based on theoretical implications, counter-terrorism policy 

recommendations for the short and long term will be considered. 

Ⅱ. Theoretical analysis of radicalization and recruitment 

1. Individual level of analysis 

Theories on the individual levels of analysis came into the focus in 2005, after 

the infamous 7/7 attacks on the London Underground. The public was shocked after 

learning that the perpetrators of the attack were British citizens of Muslim origin.4) 

This influenced many scholars to deal with the issue of radicalization as the main 

key behind terrorist attacks. The necessity to understand the phenomena of 

radicalization has become an even greater priority since 2015 due to the rising 

number of homegrown terrorists. 

In an effort to determine the motives behind why a young western Muslim would 

become a homegrown terrorist, many scholars have pointed to the Relative 

Deprivation Theory (RDT).5) RDT claims that a feeling of deprivation caused by 

experiences of discrimination, perceived injustice, and/or unequal treatment could 

serve as the basis for an individual to be susceptible to radicalization. According to 

Moghaddam, feelings or deprivation are the first steps for an individual to become 

radicalized and then to commit terrorist acts.6)

In this view, a person belonging to a minority Muslim group in Europe might 

4) “The bombers,” BBC News, accessed October 16, 2017, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/uk/05/london_blasts/investigation/html/bombers.stm.

5) McCauley and Moskalenko, “Understanding Political Radicalization: The Two-Pyramids Model”; 
Michèlle Bal and Kees Van Den Bos, “From System Acceptance to Embracing Alternative Systems 
and System Rejection : Tipping Points in Processes of Radicalization” 3, no. 3 (2017): 241–53; 
Maskaliūnaitė, “Exploring the Theories of Radicalization.”

6) Fathali M. Moghaddam, “The Staircase to Terrorism: A Psychological Exploration.,” American 
Psychologist 60, no. 2 (2005): 161-69, doi:10.1037/0003-066X.60.2.161. As cited by McCauley 
and Moskalenko, “Understanding Political Radicalization: The Two-Pyramids Model.”
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feel deprived in comparison with a person coming from a dominant majority group. 

This is especially visible in terms of job prospects and income level because, 

historically, Muslim minorities have had lower paid jobs and many of them have 

been living in poorer neighborhoods. However, relative deprivation is not sufficient 

to explain radicalization. Thus, it is necessary to understand identity as well. 

European Muslims have a dual identity, one as a European national and the other 

as a Muslim. Dual identity theories imply two sets of problems: formation of a 

“new religious identity” and a “double sense of non-belonging”. When explaining 

the formation of a new religious identity, Adis Duderija7) explains that there are 

differences in religious identities of first, second, and other subsequent generations. 

First generation of Muslim immigrants understand and practice the same Islam as 

learned in their home country, whereas second or subsequent generations of Muslims 

experience confusion about their religious identity. Because of these 

inter-generational differences young Muslims do not inherit or maintain the religious 

identity of their parents and instead they have to construct a new one. The new 

religious identity should be adjusted to the challenges in the European environment, 

which is significantly different from the environment of their country of origin. 

Therefore, the new generations tend to reject folk Islam8) practiced by their parents 

in an attempt to construct a more secular religious identity. 

However, this new religious identity sometimes tends to be more pan-Islamic, 

emphasizing the unity of the Islamic world, and it tends to be more “pure”9) than 

the Islam practiced by the first generation. The cause of this change is a perception 

of increasing Islamophobia and a feeling of being stigmatized on a religious basis. 

Therefore, construction of this kind of new religious identity can be seen as a 

revolt against the mainstream society. 

Apart from forming a new identity, young Muslims may also feel a “double 

sense of non-belonging.” This is elaborated upon in the study by Dina Al Raffe,10) 

7) Adis Duderija, “Literature Review: Identity Construction in the Context of Being a Minority 
Immigrant Religion: The Case of Western-Born Muslims,” Immigrants & Minorities 25, no. 2 
(2007): 141-62, doi:10.1080/02619280802018132.

8) Practitioners of folk Islam usually wear traditional folk clothes 

9) Pure in this context means a stricter version of Islam that rejects secular practices 

10) Raffie, “Social Identity Theory for Investigating Islamic Extremism in the Diaspora.”
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in which she explains that second and third generations of Muslims face a double 

sense of non-belonging, one to their family and the other to the society in the host 

country.11) The sense of not belonging to their own family arises from disagreement 

with a folk Islam practiced by their parents and the perceived necessity to adjust to 

a more secular and individualistic Western society. However, they may feel that 

society places additional stress on them through discrimination and lower job 

prospects, which makes these individuals reluctant to fully identify with their host 

county’s identity. This kind of confusion may lead these conflicted individuals to 

feel lost and more receptive to other interpretations of Islam, especially very radical 

ones that advocate violence against Western society. 

The problem with double identity and alienation from mainstream society was 

recognized also by Alex Wilner and Claire-Jehanne Dobouloz,12) who employed 

‘Transformative Learning Theory’ (TLT) to explain individual reasons for 

radicalization. They emphasized the importance of triggers, such as a death in the 

family, loss of employment, or any other kind of traumatic event which causes a 

personal crisis. During a personal crisis, the individual tries to understand the 

triggering event by using his/her “habitual ways.”13) However, in these kinds of 

extreme situations, habitual ways tend to be useless for interpreting situations, and 

thus an individual resorts to seeking new knowledge. For a person with a religious 

identity, search for new knowledge might mean seeking a new religious 

interpretation, which relates closely to shaping new religious identity in a dual 

identity. This is where an emotionally vulnerable individual may come in contact 

and eventually become radicalized through radical interpretations of Islam sponsored 

by terrorist organizations such as IS. 

11) Dina Al Raffe bases her study in French sociology, school of taught, which focuses on the process 
of the identity formations. Contributions in this field are also made by Anja Dalgaard-Nielsen, 
“Violent Radicalization in Europe: What We Know and What We Do Not Know,” Studies in 
Conflict and Terrorism 33, no. 9 (2010): 797–814, doi:10.1080/1057610X.2010.501423.

12) Alex Wilner and Claire-Jehanne Dubouloz, “Homegrown Terrorism and Transformative Learning: 
An Interdisciplinary Approach to Understanding Radicalization,” in Homegrown Terrorism and 
Transformative Learning: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Understanding Radicalization, vol. 
2 (Otawa, Canada: Canadian Political Science Association Conference (University of 
Ottawa,Canada,May 2009), 2009), doi:10.1080/14781150903487956.

13) Ibid.
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Thus, transformative learning theory contributes toward understanding the 

connection among a trigger, personal vulnerability, and a search for confidence in 

new religious doctrines. But, the concept of a trigger is highly individual with 

unpredictable consequences. For example, for some individuals a loss of a family 

member could be an incentive to seek comfort from radical doctrines, however, 

some other individuals would react completely differently. 

2. Socio-political level of analysis 

As elaborated earlier, theories on the individual level of analysis describe 

individual motives for radicalization, which may be viewed as a decisive factor for 

taking part in terrorist organizations. However, some of the critiques of this view 

look for causes to become a terrorist from socio-political level. Typical examples 

are ‘The Two-Pyramids model,’ ‘System Rejection Model,’ ‘Frame Theory,’ and 

‘Network Theory.’ While the first two theories deal with a socio-political process of 

linking individual motives with real action, the last two ones are related to social 

motivation as well as recruitment. 

McCauley and Moskalenko14) in their two pyramids model15) emphasize the 

difference between radical opinion and radical action. Not all people who possess 

radical opinions are necessarily going to take radical action and conversely, not all 

who commit radical actions possess radical opinions. For example, it is possible to 

say that people practicing Salafi Islamism possess radical views in their pursuit of 

pure Islam, free of modernity and secularism. However, most of the Salafists are 

pacifists who reject any political engagement. There is only a small portion of 

people among Salafists who follow jihadi Salafism, which advocates the use of 

violence in order to change political systems and form new ones based on Islamic 

laws known as Sharia. For these kinds of people there is a high risk of engaging in 

radical action, such as terrorist attacks. Furthermore, not all people committing 

14) Mccauley and Moskalenko, “Understanding Political Radicalization: The Two-Pyramids Model.”

15) Two pyramids model illustrate an opinion pyramid and an action pyramid. There is only small 
portion of people in the opinion pyramid who possess radical beliefs, as well as there is only 
small portion of people in the action pyramid involved in radical action. 
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terrorist attacks are necessarily radical; these individuals may be pursuing actions for 

revenge, status, or even love.16)

Adding to the study by McCauley and Moskalenko, scholars Michelle Bal and 

Kees van den Bos17) acknowledge the differences between radical opinion and 

radical behavior. Furthermore, they describe the necessary conditions for a person to 

change from opinion toward action. Bal and van den Bos use ‘System Rejection 

Model’ (SRM) to explain that a person perceiving injustice tends to reject society. 

The rejection of the society might be emotional leading to dissatisfaction and 

frustration, and however rejection of the society might be behavioral as well. 

Behavioral rejection means rejection of the status quo and taking part in some 

alternative system, which is completely different from the society in which the 

individual lives. Therefore, the crucial condition for a person to move from a 

radical opinion toward radical action is the presence of an alternative system. 

Such an alternative system is presented by IS, a complete rejection of Western 

society and values. IS rejects Western society on the basis of legitimacy and 

ideology. The West is blamed for its foreign policy toward the Middle East, which 

caused suffering for the Muslim world. As IS claims its legitimacy based on radical 

interpretations of Islam, they perceive all Muslim countries as part of ummah, which 

stands for the unity of the Islamic world. According to this philosophy, they 

interpret borders and separate states in the Middle East as illegitimate. The West is 

blamed not only for its current policy toward the Middle East, but also for the 

separation of ummah which dates back to colonial times and the Sykes-Picot 

Agreement.18) Apart from the political reasons, IS ideology rejects secular values 

and states’ laws and advocates the establishment of a caliphate, an Islamic state 

based on religious Sharia law.19) 

16) Ibid.

17) Bal and Bos, “From System Acceptance to Embracing Alternative Systems and System Rejection : 
Tipping Points in Processes of Radicalization.”

18) Sykes- Picot Agreement is an agreement which divided the Middle East into British and French 
colonies after the World War I (WWI).

19) For more details about ideology of Islamic state see: Isaac Kfir, “Social Identity Group and Human 
(In)Security: The Case of Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL),” Studies in Conflict & 
Terrorism 38, no. 4 (2015): 233-52, doi:10.1080/1057610X.2014.997510.
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While SRM highlights the relevance of IS as an alternative system, the 

importance of IS as an ideology is also explained by the frame theory.20) Frame 

theory elaborates that an interpretation of some event cannot be neutral. 

Interpretations are made according to one’s worldview, which is called a frame. In 

cases of terrorist organizations, Western states’ foreign policy toward the Middle 

East is usually interpreted as an attack on Islam. The success of a terrorist 

organization, as well as any other social movement, depends on the ability to create 

a frame that resonates and receives support from potential recruits.

Apart from the frame theory which relates an ideology with potential recruitments, 

there is also a network theory21) that links personal bonds with access to terrorist 

organizations. According to the network theory, an individual becomes recruited 

through personal connections such as friendships or kinship. 

In order to understand the relevance of the frame and network theories, it is 

necessary to analyze the recruitment led by IS.22) The recruitment is achieved by 

two types of channels: online and offline. While online channels aim to create 

interest among possible recruits, offline channels are used for the actual recruitment. 

Barbara Franz23) explained this in the case of Austria, where various social media is 

used to make people interested in jihad, but there are actual public places in 

Vienna, known as meeting sites for recruitment, such as Danube Island, Handelskai, 

and Jagerstrasse.

20) For details about frame theory see: Quintan Wiktorowicz,”Joining the cause: Al-Muhajiroun and 
radical Islam,” Rhodes College, Quintan Wiktorowicz, Introduction: Islamic activism and social 
movement theory. In Islamic activism. A social movement theory approach, (Bloomington, Indiana 
University Press, 2004), as cited by Anja Dalgaard-Nielsen,  Violent Radicalization in Europe: 
What We Know and What We Do Not Know," Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 2008, Vol.33, 
Issue 9.

21) For details about network theory see: Marc Sageman, Understanding terror networks (Philadelphia, 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004), Marc Sageman, Leaderless Jihad. Terror networks in 
the twenty-first century (Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania, 2007), Marc Sageman and Bruce 
Hoffman, “Does Osama still call the shots? Debating the containment of al Qaeda’s leadership,” 
Foreign Affairs, 2008, Vol.87, Issue 4, as cited by Ibid.

22) To see more about IS recruitment see: Alyssa Chassman, “Islamic State, Identity, and the Global 
Jihadist Movement: How Is Islamic State Successful at Recruiting ‘ordinary’ People?,” Journal 
for Deradicalization Winter 200, no. 9 (n.d.): 205 59.

23) Barbara Franz, “Popjihadism: Why Young European Muslims Are Joining the Islamic State,” 
Mediterranean Quarterly, 2015, vol. 26, no. 2, doi:10.1215/10474552-2914484.
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Firstly, let’s start with an analysis of IS-led online propaganda. IS has been using 

popular social media sites such as Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and others in order 

to promulgate messages critical of the West, murderous videos, and other material. 

If an individual clicks on such content, ‘likes,’24) or shares it, there is a likelihood 

that the person will be contacted by the recruiters who posted the content, and that 

an offline meeting will follow. According to Barbara Franz,25) there is a reason why 

IS content resonates with the youth. Their messages that promote loyalty, duty and 

martyrdom are presented in lyrics of rap or rock songs and are thus seen as cool 

and trendy. Franz uses the term “popjihadism” to describe this phenomenon. Apart 

from songs, there are blogs of teenagers who describe their life in caliphate, and 

combine pictures of warfare with pictures of harmless kittens as representative 

images of life in caliphate. However, popjihadism does not resonate with 

middle-aged people with families, who choose to go to Syria to engage in warfare. 

In their case, framing religious content to resonate with their personal grievances is 

the key for recruitment. 

Frame theory is beneficial in understanding the phenomena of popjihadism as well 

as to understand middle age people who join jihad. IS modifies its messages 

according to their audience: when targeting young people, IS uses messages of pride 

and self-achievement, but when targeting the middle-aged, religious doctrine is 

modified to fit their grief. Evidently, frame theory is useful in explaining online 

recruitment, but it has some limitations in explaining offline recruitment. 

The scholar Quintan Wiktorowicz,26) who used frame theory in addressing terrorist 

recruitment, also emphasized the importance of social bonds. He argued that 

recruitment is not a top-down process carried out by an imam or terrorist 

organization, but rather a horizontal process perpetrated by friends or acquaintances. 

While indoctrination with radical views is best explained by frame theory, 

24) Likes in this context refers to indicating preferred content on social media 

25) Ibid.

26) Quintan Wiktorowicz,”Joining the cause: Al-Muhajiroun and radical Islam,” Rhodes College, Quintan 
Wiktorowicz, Introduction: Islamic activism and social movement theory. In Islamic activism. 
A social movement theory approach, (Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 2004), as cited 
by Anja Dalgaard-Nielsen, “Violent Radicalization in Europe: What We Know and What We 
Do Not Know,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 2008, Vol.33, Issue 9.
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network theory is more applicable in addressing recruitment through social bonds. 

The applicability of network theory is also explained by Marc Sageman,27) who 

agrees with Wiktorowicz’s argument that recruitment happens within a network of 

friends or relatives. Additionally, he argues that it could be bottom-up process 

related to individual motives of becoming a terrorist; an individual being led by 

personal grievances could naturally become a radical looking for like-minded people 

within his/her networks. Consequently, the group may operate under some bigger 

terrorist organization or may act independently, without any militant training. 

Sageman emphasizes that personal grievance is a pre-condition to become 

self-radicalized, but claims it does not need to be related to the individual’s 

socio-economic status, and it can be provoked by moral outrage of Western policies 

toward the Middle East, pictures of warfare, and others.28)

Ⅲ. Profiles of terrorists in 2015 Paris attacks 

The 2015 Paris attacks were perpetrated in three areas: bars and restaurants in the 

10th and 11th district, the Bataclan music hall, and Stade de France football stadium. 

Totally nineteen people participated in these attacks as attackers or collaborators, 

and their participation was direct or indirect. The directly-involved attackers were 

strategically divided into groups of three per area. Abdelhamid Abaaoud, the 

mastermind behind the entire operation, took Brahim Abdeslam and Chakib Akrouh 

to the 10th and 11th Paris districts, where they shot from automatic firearms at 

27) Marc Sageman, Understanding terror networks (Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 
2004), Marc Sageman, Leaderless Jihad. Terror networks in the twenty-first century (Philadelphia, 
University of Pennsylvania, 2007), Marc Sageman and Bruce Hoffman, “Does Osama still call 
the shots? Debating the containment of al Qaeda’s leadership,” Foreign Affairs, 2008, Vol.87, 
Issue 4, as cited by Ibid.

28) In spite of the fact that Sageman made significant contributions to the understanding or recruitment 
and radicalization, he was wrong to dismiss terrorist organizations as a strategic threat to the 
West. This is visible from the 2015 Paris attack that killed 130 people and almost endangered 
the life of the French President Francois Hollande, who was in the vicinity of the attack at Stade 
de France. For details see: Jon Henley and Angelique Chrisafis, “Paris terror attacks: Hollande 
says Isis atrocity was ‘act of war’,” The Guardian, November 14, 2015, accessed October 20, 
2017, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/13/paris-attacks-shootings-explosions-hostages.
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people sitting in bars and restaurants. At the same time, Omar Ismail Mostefai, 

Samy Amimour, and Foued Mohamed-Aggad committed their attack in Bataclan, 

which left 89 people dead. The third attack was perpetrated by Bilal Hadfi, Ahmad 

Al Mohammad and M al-Mahmod at Stade de France. Although there were 80,000 

spectators watching the football match between France and Germany, suicide 

detonations killed only one person aside from the two suicide terrorists. 

Other than the above mentioned nine attackers, one more person collaborated 

directly by transporting them to the designated places, and his name is Salah 

Abdeslam. Additionally, he is suspected of attempting a suicide attack in the Paris 

18th district but gave up at the last moment. He is the only survivor among the 

direct participants, the other attackers died during the attacks or in police raids 

several days later. 

The remaining nine participants had indirect roles as assistants in the escape, as 

hideout providers, or as support in the preparations. For some of them, it has been 

proven that they participated intentionally and consciously, but for the others of 

them, there is doubt as to whether they got involved knowing of the terrorist acts. 

Mohammed Amri, Hamza Attouh, Ali Oulkadi, and Abraimi Lazez29) assisted 

Salah Abdeslam in escaping from Paris to Belgium after the attacks. They are being 

prosecuted, but they claim that they were merely helping a friend without 

knowledge of his terrorist involvement. On the other hand, Mohammed Abrini 

assisted Abdeslam conscious of the planned attacks, and he was one of three people 

who committed the attack on the Brussels airport four months later.30)

Among the hideout providers was Hasna Aitboulahcen and Jawad Bendaoud. 

Hasna Aitboulahcen31) was a cousin of Abdelhamid Abaaoud. She helped him and 

29) “France puts two men under investigation over Paris attacks,” The Guardian, July 6, 2016, accessed 
October 21, 2017, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/06/france-puts-two-men-under-investigation-
over-paris-attacks.

30) Senay Boztas and David Chazan, “Man in the Hat Belgian terror suspect Mohamed Abrini admitted 
he took photos of football stadium in Manchester,” July 4, 2016, accessed October 21, 2017, 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/07/04/man-in-the-hat-belgian-terror-suspect-mohamed-abri
ni-admitted-he/.

31) “Paris attacks: female suicide bomber Hasna Aitboulahcen liked wearing cowboy hats but joined 
an Islamic State terror cell,” The Telegraph, accessed October 21, 2017, 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/12004720/Paris-attacks-female-suicide
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Chakib Akrouh to hide in a rented apartment in Saint Denis after the attacks. 

However, three of them were spotted and police organized a raid in which all of 

them died due to a suicide bombing. Hasna is suspected of preparing the hideout, 

and for that reason, she is categorized as a conscious collaborator with an important 

role. On the other hand, the landlord of the apartment Jawad Bendaoud32) claimed 

that he had no knowledge that the above-mentioned people were terrorists, so he is 

categorized as an unconscious collaborator with a minor role. 

Apart from the attackers and hideout providers, Ahmad Dahmani and Gelel Attar 

participated in preparations for the attacks. Ahmad Dahmani is a Belgian-Moroccan 

suspected of scouting the sites before the attacks. He was caught in Turkey several 

days after the attacks in an attempt to cross the border to Syria. Gelel Attar is also 

a Belgian-Moroccan whose exact role as a supporter was not clarified but his 

connection to the attackers and membership in the terrorist cell was confirmed. 

As visible from the above explanation, a total nineteen people collaborated in the 

attacks, among which nine people were the attackers and ten people had a 

supporting role. Among the ten people with supporting roles, five had minor roles 

or they claimed they were only helping a friend without having an awareness of the 

attacks. Therefore, it has been proven that only fourteen people participated 

consciously in the attacks as attackers or collaborators. Among the fourteen, seven 

were raised in the neighborhood of Molenbeek in Brussels, while the other seven 

people come from other parts of France and Belgium. 

In the group of seven Molenbeek men, there were five people who returned from 

Syrian warfare where they received IS military training. The remaining two people, 

brothers Brahim and Salah Abdeslam, were involved with the group through their 

childhood friend and mastermind of the operation, Abdelhamid Abaaoud. 

In the French-Belgium group, all seven people come from different parts of 

France or Belgium and they did not have the same neighborhood connection. 

However, six of them fought in Syria. The only person who did not go to Syria is 

-bomber-shouted-Help-me-Help-me-to-police-during-Saint-Denis-raid.html.

32) “French police extend detention of ‘unwitting’ host to Paris attack suspects,” France 24, November 
22, 2015, accessed October 21, 2017, http://www.france24.com/en/20151121-french-police-extend-detention-
unwitting-host-saint-denis-bendaoud.
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Paris attackers’ profiles
Place of the 

attack 

Name of the 

participant

Nationality/ 

Age 

Role in the 

attack

History of 

radicalization
Details 

Death 

circumstances 

Bars and 

restaurants in 

10th and 11th 

district 

Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud

Belgian- 

Moroccan, 

28 years old, 

raised in 

Molenbeek, 

Brussels 

Mastermind 

of the 

operation, 

shot at 

people in 

bars and 

restaurants. 

Most 

probably 

radicalized in 

prison in 

2012. 

He stated in 

IS magazine 

Dabiq to 

have joined 

the group in 

2013. 

Sentenced in 

absence for 

20 years for 

terrorist 

recruitment, 

A leader of 

Vervier group 

of jihadists 

who returned 

from Syria. 

Killed in a 

police raid in 

an apartment 

in Saint-Denis, 

after the Paris 

attacks. 

Bars and 

restaurants 

in 10th and 

11th district

Brahim 

(Ibrahim)

Abdeslam

Belgian- 

Moroccan,

raised in 

Molenbeek, 

Belgium, 

31 years old

Participated 

in the attack 

on bars and 

restaurants; 

he detonated 

a suicide belt 

at Boulevard 

Voltaire. 

It is 

considered 

that he 

become 

radicalized 

approximately 

two years 

before the 

attacks. 

Brother of 

Salah 

Abdeslam and 

friend with 

Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud. He 

committed 

several crimes 

with Abaaoud 

in 2010 and 

2011.

Suicide 

during the 

attack. 

Bars and 

restaurants 

in 10th and 

11th district

Chakib 

Akrouh

Belgian- 

Moroccan, 

lived in 

Molenbeek, 

25 years old 

Participated 

in the attack 

at bars and 

restaurants

Most 

probably 

radicalized 

before 2013 

in Belgium, 

went to Syria 

in 2013. 

Sentenced to 

five years in 

absence for 

involvement 

with IS. 

Committed 

suicide 

bombing 

during a 

police raid in 

Saint-Denis 

Bataclan
Omar Ismail 

Mostefai

French, 

Algerian, 

29 years old, 

lived in 

Chartres, 

close to 

Paris

Participation 

in the attack 

in Bataclan 

Become 

radicalized in 

2009, in 2013 

he traveled to 

Turkey, 

entered Syria 

in late 2013 

and received 

training from 

ISIL until 

early 2014. 

Police got 

several 

warnings 

indicating 

Mostefai as a 

potential 

terrorist. One 

indication 

came from 

his friends 

and another 

from Turkish 

authorities in 

Died in 

Bataclan 

attack 

<Table 1> Profiles of attackers in the 2015 Paris attacks
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October 2014 

and June 

2015. 

Bataclan 
Samy 

Amimour

French-

Algerian, 

28 years old, 

from Drancy, 

a suburb of 

Paris 

Participation 

in the attack 

in Bataclan

He was 

radicalized 

before 2012. 

He tried to 

enter Yemen 

in this period, 

after what he 

was placed 

on terrorist 

watch list. 

He entered 

Syria and 

fought with 

the IS. His 

father tried to 

bring him 

back from 

Syria in 2014 

but failed. 

Died in 

Bataclan 

attack

Bataclan 

Foued 

Mohamed-Ag

gad

French-Moro

ccan, aged 

23, raised in 

Wissembourg 

near 

Strasbourg

Participation 

in the attack 

in Bataclan

Radicalized 

prior going to 

Syria in 2013 

with a group 

of young men 

from 

Strasburg, 

inclusive his 

brother 

Karim.

His parents 

are divorced, 

he got 

alienated 

particularly 

from his 

father. 

Died in 

Bataclan 

attack 

Stade de 

France
Bilal Hadfi

French, 20 

years old, 

lived in 

Neder-over-H

eembeek, 

Belgium 

Suicide 

bombing at 

Stade de 

France

Most 

probably 

radicalized by 

a Belgium 

imam, fought 

in Syria, 

became a 

member of 

terrorist 

organization 

“Belgium 

cell” upon 

return to 

Belgium 

He was a 

typical 

teenager until 

becoming 

radicalized. 

After return 

from Syria, 

he issued a 

call on 

Facebook to 

wage a war 

against 

infidels in the 

West. 

Died/ suicide 

bombing at 

Stade de 

France 

Stade de 

France

Ahmad Al 

Mohammad

This is 

taught to be 

a fake 

identity due 

to a fake 

passport. 

Suicide 

bombing at 

Stade de 

France

No available 

information 

He came to 

EU following 

migrant route, 

together with 

M al-Mahmod. 

Died/ suicide 

bombing at 

Stade de 

France 

Stade de 

France 

M 

al-Mahmod

This is 

taught to be 

fake identity 

Suicide 

bombing at 

Stade de 

No available 

information

He came to 

Europe 

through 

Died/ suicide 

bombing at 

Stade de 
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Hasna Aitboulahcen, a cousin of the operation’s mastermind, Abdelhamid Abaaoud. 

Table 1, 2 and 3 present profiles of attackers and collaborators with important or 

minor roles.

Table of conscious collaborators with important roles 

Name 
Nationality/ 

Age
Role in the attack

History of 

radicalization
Details

Situation after 

attack

Salah 

Abdeslam

Belgian- 

Moroccan, 

raised in 

Molenbeek 

Belgium, 26 

years old

He was driving 

three attackers to 

the Stade de 

France. It is 

suspected that he 

was to commit an 

attack in Paris 18th

district. 

Most probably 

radicalized in 

prison and 

through a 

friend 

Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud.

Previously known 

to police for drug 

trafficking and 

robberies. 

Childhood friend 

with Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud. 

Arrested on 

March 18, 2015, 

in police rail in 

Molenbeek, 

Brussels 

Mohamed 

Abrini

Belgian- 

Moroccan, 

aged 32, 

raised in 

Molenbeek 

Suspected of 

supporting Paris 

attacks, committed 

the attack on 

Brussels airport on 

22nd March, 2016 

Went to Syria 

in 2015, after 

his brother died 

there fighting 

for the IS. 

Raised in 

Molenbeek, a 

friend with Salah 

Abdeslam. Belgian 

police arrested 

him on July 27, 

2015, over charges 

of traveling to 

Syria, however, 

released the 

charges. 

Arrested on April 

8th, 2016, after 

committing the 

attack on 

Brussels airport

Hasna 

Aitboulahce

n

French, 

father 

Moroccan, 

26 years 

old, cousin 

of 

Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud 

Concealed 

Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud and 

Chakib Akrouh

Most probably 

radicalized 

through her 

cousin 

Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud 

Died in police 

rail in 

Saint-Denis 

Ahmad 

Dahmani

Belgian- 

Moroccan, 

raised in 

Suspected of 

scouting the sites 

before the attacks. 

He is suspected 

of being IS 

fighter, he was 

Arrested in 

Turkey 

<Table 2> Profiles of conscious collaborators with important roles 

due to a 

fake 

passport. 

France

migrant wave 

with Ahmad 

Al 

Mohammad 

France 
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Ⅳ. Testing individual and socio-political theories on the 

case of the 2015 Paris attackers 

As described previously, fourteen people participated consciously in the 2015 

Paris attacks as attackers or collaborators and they can be divided into two groups: 

the Molenbeek group which consists of people who lived in Molenbeek, and the 

French-Belgian group which consists of people who lived in other parts of France 

or Belgium. Members of the Molenbeek group were childhood friends or 

acquaintances and they became radicalized and recruited within their social network 

in Molenbeek. On the other hand, members of the French-Belgium group became 

radicalized in different ways and it is highly possible that they got to know each 

other in Syria. 

By analyzing the Molenbeek group, it is evident that most of the members 

suffered from relative deprivation and that all of them had a double identity, 

national and religious. The biographies of Abaaoud, Akrouh, Abrini, Dahmani and 

the brothers Abdeslam confirm the applicability of the relative deprivation theory 

(RDT) for the fact that all of them had troubles with the law. Violation of law 

implies that violators belonged to lower- income class and they resorted to crime 

because of dissatisfaction with income level or inability to earn money by legal 

Molenbeek, 

aged 26 

detained in 

Turkey in a 

trial to cross 

the border to 

Syria. 

Gelel Attar

Belgian- 

Moroccan, 

raised in 

Molenbeek, 

26 years old 

Suspected of 

supporting the 

attacks 

He traveled to 

Syria and it is 

proven that he 

has a personal 

relationship 

with some of 

the attackers 

inclusive with 

Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud.

Previously charged 

in Belgium for a 

membership in a 

terrorist 

organization. Lived 

in Molenbeek. 

Arrested in 

Morocco, in city 

Sale close to 

Casablanca
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33) For some of the collaborators with minor role it is not proven whether they participated consciously 
of the attacks or not 

34) Data in the table is gathered from various sources: Leela Jacinto, “Jailed Paris attacks suspect 
pens introspective letter to female fan,” France 24, accessed October 31, 2017, http: 
//www.france24.com/en/20170113-france-paris-attacks-november-13-suspect-letter-prison-female-
abdeslam.,
“Paris attacks: Who were the attackers?” BBC News, April 27, 2016, accessed October 31, 2017, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34832512., 
Martin Evans, Ben Farmer and Lydia Willgress, “How police let Man in the Hat Belgian terror 
suspect walk free,” The Telegraph, 

<Table 3> Profiles of collaborators with minor roles33)

Table of collaborators with minor roles

Name Nationality/ 

Age

Role in hideout History of 

radicalization

Details Situation after 

attack

Mohammed 

Amri

Belgian- 

Moroccan, 

raised in 

Molenbeek, 

aged 27

Assisted to Salah 

Abdeslam to 

escape from Paris 

to Belgium after 

the attacks 

Information 

about possible 

radicalization 

are not 

confirmed

Raised in Brussels 

neighborhood of 

Molenbeek, friend 

with Salah 

Abdeslam 

Arrested in 

Belgium 

Hamza 

Attouh

Belgian, 

raised in 

Molenbeek, 

aged 21,

Assisted to Salah 

Abdeslam to 

escape from Paris 

to Belgium after 

the attacks

Information 

about possible 

radicalization 

are not 

confirmed

Raised in Brussels 

neighborhood of 

Molenbeek

Arrested in 

Belgium

Ali Oulkadi French, 

living in 

Molenbeek 

Belgium, 

aged 31 

Took over Salah 

Abdeslam from 

Attouh and Amri 

and drove him to 

Schaerbeek

Information 

about possible 

radicalization 

are not 

confirmed. 

Lives in 

Molenbeek, 

Brussels. 

Arrested in 

Belgium

Abraimi 

Lazez

Moroccan, 

lives in 

Molenbeek, 

Brussels, 

aged 39

He was driving 

Salah Abdeslam in 

Belgium after the 

attack 

Claims not to 

be radical 

His brother went 

to fight in Syria. 

The police found 

blood stain and 

guns in his car. 

Arrested in 

Belgium

Jawad 

Bendaoud

French, 30 

years old, 

lives in 

Saint-Denis, 

Paris

Charged with 

concealing 

Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud and 

Chakib Akrouh in 

his apartment in 

Saint-Denis

Information 

about possible 

radicalization 

are not 

confirmed.

Has criminal 

background- spent 

time in prison for 

a murder. Claims 

his innocence 

regarding terrorist 

involvement. 

Arrested and 

placed on trial in 

Paris

Sources in all three tables: combined data from various newspaper articles34)
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means. While all of them were convicted of petty crimes, only Abaaoud and Salah 

Abdeslam spent time in prison for armed robbery.35) The prison experience of 

Abaaoud and Salah Abdeslam appears to have been a crucial factor in Abaaoud’s 

radicalization because his family witnessed a change in his behavior in favor of 

radical Islam.36) 

Furthermore, dual identity theories are applicable in explaining the prevalence of 

religious identity over a national one and receptiveness of IS doctrine. All of the 

members were Belgian nationals with a Muslim religious identity, and were not 

known as committed Muslims but rather known for enjoying modern European life. 

As Abaaoud, Akrouh, Abrini, and Dahmani were friends with the Abdeslams, they 

were often gathering in their restaurant, enjoying alcohol and even drugs. However, 

after being radicalized they visibly changed and quit those pastimes in favor of 

living as disciplined Muslims. 

Although Abaaoud was a crucial figure for the group’s radicalization, Khalid 

Zerkani was also equally important in connecting the group with IS. Zerkani is 

Belgian’s most infamous jihadi recruiter and he is suspected of being connected 

with almost all attacks perpetrated in France and Belgium.37) Zerkani was not only 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/12/06/police-let-man-hat-belgian-terror-suspect-walk-free/.,
Christopher Vincent, “Attacks in Brussels: Mohammed Amri and Ali Oulkadi may now be returned 
to France,” The Brussels Times, June 16, 2016, accessed October 31, 2017, 
http://www.brusselstimes.com/eu-affairs/5786/attacks-in-brussels-mohammed-amri-and-ali-oulkad
i-may-now-be-returned-to-france.,
Umut Uras, “Paris attacks suspect detained in southern Turkey,” Aljazeera, November 21, 2015, 
accessed October 31, 2017, http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/11/151121091006982.html.,
Sara Malm, “Pictured: Belgian terror suspect ‘with direct links’ to Paris attackers who trained 
with Bataclan mastermind in Syria is arrested in Morocco,” Mail Online, January 18, 2016, accessed 
October 31, 2017, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3405087/Morocco-arrests-Belgian-man-
linked-Paris-attackers.html.,
“Factbox - The hunt for the Paris attackers,” Reuters, December 4, 2015, accessed October 31, 
2017, http://af.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idAFKBN0TM1Y120151203.

35) “Who is Salah Abdeslam and who were the Paris terrorists? Everything we know about the Isil 
attackers,” The Telegraph, March 18, 2016, accessed October 31, 2017, 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/11996120/Paris-attack-what-we-know-
about-the-suspects.html. 

36) Mariano Castillo and Paul Cruickshank, “Who was Abdelhamid Abaaoud, suspected ringleader 
of Paris attack?” CNN, November 19, 2015, accessed October 31, 2017, 
http://edition.cnn.com/2015/11/16/europe/paris-terror-attack-mastermind-abdelhamid-abaaoud/ind
ex.html.



92 ∥ 세계지역연구논총 35집 4호

influential in the groups’ radicalization, but he was also well connected with IS. He 

was found to have shown others the way to reach Syria without being noticed by 

immigration. He also held recruitment meetings in the apartment of Gelel Attar, 

another recruiter who went to Syria to participate in the warfare together with 

Akrouh in 2013. In the period between 2013 and 2015, all members except Salah 

and Brahim Abdeslam traveled back and forth to Syria. Brahim was caught by the 

authorities in an attempt to pass the Turkish border and returned back to Belgium, 

while Salah traveled with Dahmani from Belgium to Greece and back for unknown 

reasons.38)

Evidently, it was assumed that as the group traveled to Syria to get training from 

IS, they opted to become IS fighters by accepting IS doctrine. The receptiveness of 

IS doctrine is best explained by frame theory and system rejection model. IS 

managed to create a frame that resonates with young Molenbeek men. As petty 

criminals, they felt deprived and rejected by society, which they often interpreted as 

rejection for their Muslim identity. Naturally, they experienced grief and 

disappointment in the society in which they had grown up. For the grief they felt, 

they could easily identify themselves with the sufferings of Muslim people in other 

parts of the world. This has been exploited by IS, that used the concept of ummah 

as an alternative system to emphasize their obligation to protect other Muslims. In 

this way, religious teachings are modified to recruit new fighters. 

The radicalization of the ringleader Abaaoud becomes clear when examined with 

frame theory. Abaaoud accepted IS doctrine while serving a sentence in jail, which 

is not a rare phenomenon. Prisons are known for radicalization problem due to the 

harsh environment and difficulty in surviving. As many new inmates are fragile and 

unaccustomed to the new environment, they are easy targets for radical recruiters. In 

the beginning, radical recruiters show friendly help, and after establishing a 

relationship of trust they begin the process of indoctrination by introducing IS 

doctrine, i.e. the frame.39)

37) Guy Van Vlierden, “Belgium knew in 2012 already that Paris suspects were plotting attacks,” 
January 26, 2016, accessed October 31, 2017, https://emmejihad.wordpress.com/tag/chakib-akrouh/.

38) “Paris attacks: Who were the attackers?” BBC, April 27, 2017, accessed October 31, 2017, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34832512.
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Abaaoud was released from prison as an already radicalized person, and therefore 

his recruitment and connection to Zerkani could be explained as a bottom-up 

process. He did not need Zerkani to adopt radical opinion but he needed him to 

engage in radical action, which was made possible by engaging with IS. However, 

the radicalization and recruitment of other members could be explained as a 

horizontal process. As they were close friends, they were receptive to the new 

frame introduced by a person they trusted, Abaaoud. The bottom-up and horizontal 

processes can be categorized into the network theory.

The case of the Molenbeek cell shows that theories on the individual level of 

analysis are applicable in explaining their deprivation and fragility which were 

necessary preconditions for acquiring a radical opinion. However, the connection 

with the convicted IS recruiter Zerkani was a crucial factor for the group to move 

toward radical action based on IS doctrine. Furthermore, theories on the 

socio-political level of analysis, frame and network theories, are valuable in 

explaining the importance of the social bonds, bottom up, and horizontal 

recruitment. Table 4 shows a theoretical application to the Molenbeek group. 

39) Eleanor Beardsley, “Inside French Prisons, A Struggle To Combat Radicalization,” June 25, 2017, 
accessed October 31, 2017, 
http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2017/06/25/534122917/inside-french-prisons-a-struggle-to-c
ombat-radicalization.

Molenbeek group

Name of the 

attacker/ collaborator 

Applicability of individual 

level of analysis 

Applicability of socio-political level of 

analysis 

Abdelhamid 

Abaaoud 

Relative deprivation theory 

(RDT)/ involvement in petty 

crimes Dual identity 

System rejection model (SRM)/ rejecting 

Western system Frame theory/ accepted 

IS doctrine) Bottom-up recruitment after 

being radicalized 

Brahim (Ibrahim) 

Abdeslam 
Dual identity 

Frame theory/ accepted IS doctrine 

Network theory/ horizontal recruitment 

by Abaaoud

Salah Abdeslam RDT/ involvement in petty Frame theory/ accepted IS doctrine 

<Table 4> Testing theories on individual and socio-political level of analysis on the 

Moleenbeek group
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Differing from the Molenbeek group, the French-Belgian group was more diverse 

in terms of their members’ origin. They all came from different parts of France and 

Belgium, which indicates that they had no personal relationships with the other 

members prior to joining IS. The only person who had a private relationship with 

the ringleader Abaaoud was Hasna Aitboulahcen, his cousin. In her case, the 

relative deprivation theory might explain preconditions for her radicalization as she 

had a history of drug offenses. However, there is no evidence of her radicalization. 

The way she got involved with the group was by providing shelter to her cousin 

and Chakib Akrouh. Therefore, the only theory applicable to her case is the 

network theory due to the relevance of the kinship. 

In case of the other members, the involvement of four out of six members might 

be explained through dual identity, given the fact that their religious identity 

prevailed over the national one.40) The remaining two members, M al-Mahmod and 

Ahmad Al Mohammad, were fake identities,41) and thus it is difficult to speculate 

40) This may be concluded from the fact that accepting IS doctrine and rejecting Western values 
means also the prevalence of religious identity over national one, as visible by analyzing participants’ 
background from: “Paris attacks: Who were the attackers?” BBC News, April 27, 2016, accessed 
October 31, 2017, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34832512. 

41) Fake identities refer to the inability to verify their true identity, as they had falsified passports 

crime Dual identity 
Network theory/ horizontal recruitment 

by Abaaoud

Chakib Akrouh 
RDT/ involvement in petty 

crime Dual identity 

Frame theory/ accepted IS doctrine 

Network theory/ horizontal recruitment 

by Abaaoud

Mohamed Abrini 

RDT/ involvement in petty 

crimes Transformative 

learning theory (TLT)/ death 

of brother Dual identity 

Frame theory/ accepted IS doctrine

Network theory/ horizontal recruitment 

by Abaaoud

Ahmad Dahmani 
RDT/ involvement in petty 

crime Dual identity 

Frame theory (accepted IS doctrine) 

Network theory/ horizontal recruitment 

among Molenbeek group 

Gelel Attar
French sociology/ dual 

identity 

Frame theory/ accepted IS doctrine 

Network theory/ horizontal recruitment 

among Molenbeek group

Sources: authors’ analysis
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about their involvement based on the individual level of analysis. Among other 

individual level theories, RDT is useful in explaining the involvement of two 

members, Omar Ismail Mostefai and Foued Mohamed-Aggad, while transformative 

learning theory (TLT) is applicable to Bilal Hadfi’s case. Mostefai had a history of 

petty crimes and was employed only temporarily, while Aggad was not able to 

fulfill his ambition of becoming a French policeman or soldier, a failure which he 

attributed to his Muslim identity. On the other hand, Hadfi suffered from the loss 

of his father which changed him completely, leading him to become outspoken in 

expressing his radical views. 

Evidently, preconditions for radicalization based on the individual level of analysis 

are applicable to some members of the French-Belgian group, but their individual 

motives for radicalization are different respectively. However, theories on the 

socio-political level, frame and network theories are applicable to all members of 

the group, including the two members with fake identities. The involvement of six 

out of the seven members might be explained by frame theory for the fact that they 

were operating by following IS doctrine. Some of them, such as Sammy Amimour 

and Bilal Hadfi, even appeared in IS videos performing brutal executions.42) The 

applicability of network theory is visible in five cases out of seven due to the fact 

that a member was recruited through social bonds. Aside from Hasna Aitboulahcen 

who got involved due to a family relationship, Foued Mohamed-Aggad was 

recruited together with a group of friends including his brother Karim, while Omar 

Ismail Mostefai was recruited and traveled to Syria with a group of men from his 

town. In the case of two men with fake identities, M al-Mahmod and Ahmad Al 

Mohammad, it is impossible to check the relevance of the individual level theories, 

however, the applicability of frame and network theory is evident. This is due to 

the fact that they were influenced by IS doctrine and moved together from Syria to 

EU.43) Table 5 shows a theoretical application to the French-Belgium group.

42) Tom Wyke, “Soon in Champs Elysees’: Chilling threat of Paris terrorist brandishing head of 
man he has just decapitated in martyrdom video – before ISIS claim Britain will be next target,” 
Mail Online, January 24, 2016, accessed October 31, 2017, 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3414721/Shocking-martyrdom-video-emerges-ISIS-Paris-
attackers-carrying-beheadings-threaten-massacres-West-make-clear-UK-target.html.

43) “Paris attacks: BBC names Stade de France bomber as M al-Mahmod,” November 22, 2015, 
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France- Belgium group

Name of the attacker/ 

collaborator

Applicability of individual 

level of analysis
Applicability of socio-political level of analysis

Hasna Aitboulahcen RDT/ drug offenses Network theory/ kinship with Abaaoud 

Omar Ismail Mostefai
RDT/ petty crimes, 

temporary jobs Dual identity 

Frame theory/ followed IS doctrine 

Network theory/ traveled to Syria with a group 

of people from Chartres 

Sammy Amimour Dual identity Frame theory/ followed IS ideology

Foued Mohamed-Aggad

RDT/ failed police entrance 

exam, rejected from 

military, parents divorced 

Dual identity 

Frame theory/ followed IS propaganda 

Network theory/ recruited by IS recruiter 

Mourad Fares, together with a group of people 

from Strasbourg, 

Bilal Hadfi
TLT/ triggered by a death 

of father Dual identity
Frame theory/ followed IS propaganda 

M al-Mahmod Impossible to verify 

Frame theory/ followed IS propaganda

Network theory/ traveled with bellow Ahmad 

Al Mohammed 

Ahmad Al Mohammad Impossible to verify

Frame theory/ followed IS propaganda 

Network theory/ traveled with the above M 

al-Mahmod

Sources: authors’ analysis

<Table 5> Testing theories on individual and socio-political level of

analysis on the French-Belgium group

Ⅴ. Conclusion 

The case study of Molenbeek and the French-Belgian group shows the relevance 

of the individual and socio-political level of analysis in explaining homegrown 

terrorism. Theories on the individual level of analysis, contribute to the 

understanding of individual reasons as necessary preconditions for a person to obtain 

radical views. On the other hand, the socio-political level of analysis elaborates 

upon crucial elements for engaging in radical actions as well as individual motives 

which are shaped from a peculiar socio-political environment: indoctrination by IS 

doctrine and recruitment through social bonds or IS recruiters. 

accessed October 31, 2017, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34896521.



Zeljana Zmire⋅Youen Kim ∥ 97

The case study of the 2015 Paris attacks indicates that both, the individual level 

and the socio-political level of analysis, are relevant in explaining homegrown 

terrorism, as various causes on both levels are frequently combined for becoming a 

terrorist. Therefore, the socio-political study of homegrown terrorism, which has 

been relatively neglected, needs to pay more attention to better understandings and 

more effective prevention of homegrown terrorism. Furthermore, the individual level 

of analysis contributes to a long-term prevention solution, because alleviation of 

causes based on individual level’s relative deprivation theory and dual identity 

theories need a general change of recognition and improvement of system in 

society. The socio-political level of analysis contributes relatively to a short and 

mid-term solution because it deals with causes and recruitment, in which the 

government could take action against frames and networks of terrorist groups with 

the assumption of the two- pyramid model, that radical opinion is not always 

connected to radical action and vice versa. 

When it is considered to prevent homegrown terrorism as an urgent problem, 

short and mid-term counterterrorism policies should be focused on countering IS-led 

recruitment and doctrine. On the other hand, long-term counterterrorism measures 

should focus on preventing poverty, deprivation, and discrimination against the 

Muslim population. 

As IS doctrine created a frame that resonates with young deprived Muslims in 

Europe, IS propaganda should be de-framed. De-framing refers to counter terror 

policy of breaking down IS propaganda by explaining the true reality behind it and 

introducing it through internet and social media. For example, IS calls for jihad 

against the West in order to revenge and protect the Muslim population. However, 

this frame can be de-framed by explaining that many Muslim people died in Syria 

and Iraq in defiance of IS and, furthermore, that some victims of 2015 Paris attacks 

were Muslims as well.44) 

As members of both groups became recruited through social bonds or IS 

recruiters, it is necessary to collaborate with the local Muslim community who 

44) Anne Penketh, “Paris attacks: the Muslim victims of terrorist bullets,” The Guardian, November 
18, 2015, accessed October 31, 2017, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/18/paris-attacks-muslim-
victims-terrorist-france-isis.
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could be a valuable resource in terms of alerting the police, for example, in cases 

of suspected radicalization. Also, collaboration with the Muslim community is 

crucial for detecting radicalization or departures for Syria. 

Due to the rise of homegrown radicalization and terrorist attacks in Western 

Europe, there has been also a rise in Islamophobia. Islamophobia has risen due to 

an illogical stigmatization of the entire population for the fault of small radical 

minority. It is important to note that the rise of Islamophobia contributes to a 

spread of radicalization, rather than encountering it. When a Muslim person, on the 

verge of radicalization, experiences discrimination, there is a higher risk of rejecting 

society and engaging in terrorist actions. 

Additionally, this case study indicated the inefficiencies of law enforcement and 

the immigration system. For example, some terrorists were already known to the 

police for their travels to Syria such as Brahim Abdeslam and Muhamed Abrini. 

However, they were released under the assumption that they did not present a 

danger to society. This study also showed the necessity for the European 

immigration system to be improved. This is visible from the fact that many 

members, including those on police watch lists such as Abdelhamid Abaaoud, 

managed to travel back and forth to Syria undetected. 

This study demonstrated the relevance of various factors on the socio-political and 

individual level of analysis in understanding homegrown terrorism. However, the 

study was limited to the investigation of 2015 Paris attacks; therefore; the study 

should be expanded with analysis of other attacks in order to make further 

generalizations. 
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국문 록

유럽 내 자생  테러리즘 증가의 원인:

2015 리 테러 사례연구

즈미  젤라나 / 한양 학교

김유은 / 한양 학교 

서구 유럽에서 심각한 안보문제로 두되고 있는 자생  테러는 정치인  학자들의 

주요 심 사항이다. 학자들은 자생  테러 문제를 이해하려는 시도 속에서 다양한 이

론들을 제시하고 있는데, 이들은 개인  차원의 분석과 사회-정치  차원의 분석으로 

별할 수 있다. 자는 분석은 개인이 과격한 태도를 갖게 되어 결국 자생  테러리

스트로 이어질 수 있는 개인  이유들을 설명하고 있는데 반해 후자는 ‘이슬람 국

가’(Islamic State)의 테러리스트 충원 방법과 련하여 자생  테러리스트의 등장을 설

명한다. 이 은 2015년 리 테러 사례연구를 통해 어떤 차원의 분석이 리에서의 

자생  테러 이해에 더 합한지를 고찰하 다. 개인  차원의 분석은 자생  테러리스

트가 될 수 있는 제조건을 설명하는 데 유용한 반면, 사회-정치  분석은 개인 테러

조직에 참여하게 되는 필수조건을 설명한다.

주제어: 자생  테러, 과격화, 개인  차원의 분석, 사회-정치  차원의 분석, 이슬람 국가 

주도 테러리스트 충원, 온라인 테러리스트 충원, 오 라인 테러리스트 충원
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